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ready pay on all that had been entered equal to the difference between the former and the present minimum price.
This released the purchaser from debt and the Government from the relation of creditor to its own citizens. A debt of $23,000,000 was got rid of, and the purchasers were enabled to save lands at the reduced price, to the amount of their payments already made, whereby many distressed people were enabled to save their homes, and as much more as they were able to pay for at the reduced price. I have introduced this to show a happy instance of the combined wisdom and mercy of the Government towards the citizen when public offices were filled with men from whom we might take lessons.
After General Jackson was elected to the Senate, being already put forward as a candidate for President by the Tennessee Legislature, having had nothing to do, so far as I can see, with having himself brought out, he at once accepted the suggestion of the Tennessee Legislature, and went at it as he went at everything else in life. The first thing he did was to attack what he regarded as a vicious practice of bringing out candidates for President. For thirty-six years, from the formation of the Government down to 1820, candidates for President had uniformly been nominated by a Congressional caucus. General Jackson was so much a believer in the voice of the people, and so fully committed against any delegation of the powers of the people, except as provided in the Constitution, that he at once conceived the idea of breaking down the caucus system, and in a short time he not only had the leading newspapers of the country, but he had the candidates for President, except Mr. Crawford, in sympathy with his movement.
The members of Congress seemed unwilling to give up the caucus system, and they got enough of the Democratic members to sign a call to bring about a convention, but all the candidates, except Mr. Crawford, opposed the caucus.l their vengeance reaches those representatives who, they believe, will follow Pennsylvania. Virginia has taken a stand against the caucus, and her State elections are canvassed on that ground. In London a Mr. Osborne has been elected by al
